
 
Instructions on how to create a Reference Grid of a Region when you have 
the borders of the Region 
 
Software: ESRI ArcGIS 9.x 
 
Step 1: Download the 1km x 1km Reference Grid of Italy from the site: 
http://eusoils.jrc.it/library/reference_grids/reference_grids.cfm

 
Step 2: Open the shape file of your Region (over the shape file of the whole Country 
Grid). In this example, we are taking the borders of Lombardy: 
 

 
 
In red color are the borders of Lombardy where in gray color are the 1km x 1km 
reference grid. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eusoils.jrc.it/library/reference_grids/reference_grids.cfm


 
Step 3: In ArcGIS, click on “Selection”  “Selection by Location”: (Please see the 
example below) 

 
 
 
Instead of Intersect, the user may select another Function (“Are completely within”, 
“Contain”, etc). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 4: Right Click on the “grid_italy_etrs_laea_1k” Layer and then “Data”  
“Export Data” : 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
When you click ok, you will be prompted the following message: 

  
 
Step 5: Select “Yes” and you may view only the Grid Cells of the selected area 
(Lombardy): 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Attributes of the Lombardy Grid: 

 


