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Soil and society - Issues!

Despite vast body of scientific knowledge, the role of soill
Is not understood, not appreciated nor valued by
society at large.

Nor by many policy makers or other scientific domains.

Soi | [ science] (unfairly

WHY NOT? WHAT CAN BE DONE?
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The problem?

Increasing urbanisation of society
Lack of prominence in education
Lack of political weight?

Soil science has

Poor delivery of the message.
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So need to I mprove comm




JRC & Soll Awareness

European
Commission

JRC 1 s European ChoussprevelderofrsGentific n
basis for EU policies.

Bridge between scientific disciplines and policy maker.

EU Soil Thematic Strategy
Communications 2006-2012

nelittle public awareness of the
Measures to improve knowledge and exchange information and best
practices are needed to fi1 Il thi

Article 15: Member States shall take appropriate measures to raise
awareness about the importance of soil for human and ecosystem
survival, and promote the transfer of knowledge and experience for a
sustainable use of soil.




Communication 2006

European
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To increase public awareness of the need to protect soll, the

Commi ssion will foster 1 nitiatives
Awide distribution of the Soil Atlas of Europe (10,000 copies)
Amaintenance of the EUSOILS/ESDAC web site for open

access to policy relevant soil information (30,000 downloads for

soil biodiversity atlas)

AEuropean Summer School on Soil Survey to provide
specific training to young researchers (4 schools run)

Ainitiatives such as EU Manifesto on Earth Heritage and Geodiversity,

Aintegration of soil protection aspects in Community -funded information
and training events

Ainitiatives within the UNCCD and other conventions (soil as
habitat in CBD)




Soll in EU Policy Areas

u Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)

u Climate Change Policy (Post - Kyoto debate, LULUCF)

u Energy Policy (Renewable Energies Directive)

u Biodiversity (Nature) Protection Policy (EU Biodiversity Strategy)
u Water Protection Policy (WFD, Groundwater Directive)

u Forest Protection Policy (Forest FOCUS, ICP Forest)

u Regional Policies (Structural funds)

u Food Safety (PPR Registration, EFSA)

u Food Security (FAO)

u Development Policy (ACP - Observatory, EU DEV DAYYS)
u Waste Policy (Biowaste Directive, Sewage Sludge Directive)

u Nature conservation (NATURA 2000)
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Reaching Policy
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JRC REFERENCE REPORTS

The State of Soil
in Europe

A contribution of the JRC
to the European Environment Agency’s
Environment State and Outlook Report-SOER 2010

A. Jones, P. Panagos, S. Barcelo, F. Bouraoui, C. Bosco,
0. Dewitte, C. Gardi, M. Erhard, J. Hervas, R. Hiederer,
S. Jeffery, A. Liikewille, L. Marmo, L. Montanarella,

C. Olazabal, J.-E. Petersen, V. Penizek, T. Strassburger,
G. Toth, M. Van Den Eeckhaut, M. Van Liedekerke,

F. Verheijen, E. Viestova, Y. Yigini

2012
\ Reon EUR 25185
European Environment Agency %‘}
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Research
Centre




Reaching Decision

Makers
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Guidelines on best practice to limit, mitigate or

compensate soil sealing
SWD(2012) 101 final/2, 15 May 2012
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/sealing guidelines.htm

Available
In all EU
e official
languages
B «—

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Available

Guidelines on best practice to limit,

In selected mitigate or compensate

EU official soil sealing
languages



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/sealing_guidelines.htm

Simplifying soil!

European
Commission

EUROPEAN ATLAS OF ngh p0||t|ca|, medla,
SOIL ; .
BIODIVERSITY educat|on_a| and societal

Impact

SOIL ATLAS OF SOIL ATLAS OF THE
EUROPE NORTHERN
CIRCUMPOLAR
REGION

EU PRESIDENCY
MONOLITH SERIES

ASOLMAPFOR
THENORTHERN CRCUNFOLAR REGION
A CONTRIBUTON T0 THE
SNV POLR T 2002000,

ATLAS DE SUELOS DE
AMERICA LATINA
y eL CARIBE

Free copies at SOIL CAFE!
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Centre
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Language __
considerations §

ATLAS EUROPEEN DE LA

BIODIVERSITE
DES SOLS

ATLAS DE SUELOS DE
AMERICA LATINA
Y eL CARIBE

ST10S S3A FLISYIAIAO0IE ¥130a N3Fdoun3 SV LY

—— N | —
Available now; French edition planned for 2014. Publication planned for 2013; Portuguese
and English editions planned for 2014.
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Public

Engagements

2013 Open Day
10,000+ visitors
Soil exhibit = top attraction




