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Despite vast body of scientific knowledge, the role of soil 

Is not understood, not appreciated nor valued by  

society at large. 

 

Nor by many policy makers or other scientific domains. 

 

Soil [science] (unfairly?) lacks a ówow factorô! 

 

WHY NOT? WHAT CAN BE DONE? 

Soil and society - Issues! 



Å Increasing urbanisation of society  

Å Lack of prominence in education  

Å Lack of political weight?  

Å Soil science has been living in óivory towerô? 

Å Poor delivery of the message.  

Å So need to improve communicationé. 



 JRC is European Commissionôs in-house provider of scientific 

basis for EU policies. 

 

Bridge between scientific disciplines and policy maker. 

 

EU Soil Thematic Strategy  

Communications 2006-2012 

 

ñélittle public awareness of the importance of soil protection. 

Measures to improve knowledge and exchange information and best 

practices are needed to fill this gap.ò 

 

Article 15: Member States shall take appropriate measures to raise 

awareness about the importance of soil for human and ecosystem 

survival, and promote the transfer of knowledge and experience for a 

sustainable use of soil.   

JRC & Soil Awareness  
 



To increase public awareness of the need to protect soil, the 

Commission will foster initiatives such asò 

 

Åwide distribution of the Soil Atlas of Europe (10,000 copies)  

Åmaintenance of the EUSOILS/ESDAC web site for open 
access to policy relevant soil information (30,000 downloads for 

soil biodiversity atlas)  

ÅEuropean Summer School on Soil Survey to provide 
specific training to young researchers (4 schools run)  

Åinitiatives such as EU Manifesto on Earth Heritage and Geodiversity,  

Åintegration of soil protection aspects in Community - funded information 
and training events  

Åinitiatives within the UNCCD and other conventions (soil as 

habitat in CBD)  

  

Communication 2006  
 



µCommon Agricultural Policy (CAP)  

µClimate Change Policy (Post - Kyoto debate, LULUCF)  

µEnergy Policy (Renewable Energies Directive)  

µBiodiversity (Nature) Protection Policy (EU Biodiversity Strategy)  

µWater Protection Policy (WFD, Groundwater Directive)  

µForest Protection Policy (Forest FOCUS, ICP Forest)  

µRegional Policies (Structural funds)  

µFood Safety (PPR Registration, EFSA)  

µFood Security (FAO)  

µDevelopment Policy (ACP - Observatory, EU DEV DAYS)  

µWaste Policy (Biowaste Directive, Sewage Sludge Directive)  

µNature conservation (NATURA 2000)  

ééééé..etc. 

Soil in EU Policy Areas  



  

Reaching Policy  



Guidelines on best practice to limit, mitigate or 
compensate soil sealing  
SWD(2012) 101 final/2, 15 May 2012  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/sealing_guidelines.htm  

Available 
in all EU 
official 

languages  
 
 
 

Available 
in selected 
EU official 
languages  

Reaching Decision 
Makers  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/sealing_guidelines.htm


  

Simplifying soil!  

High political, media, 
educational and societal 

impact  
 

EU PRESIDENCY 
MONOLITH SERIES  

Free copies at SOIL CAFÉ!  





ATLAS DU SOL DU 
AFRICA 

Language 
considerations  



  

Public 
Engagements  

2013 Open Day  
10,000+ visitors  

Soil exhibit = top attraction  


